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MATS Procedures
WHO MUST TEST?

The Massachusetts Department of Revenue requires that all Software Developers and Transmitters (Vendors) pass the Massachusetts AssuranceTesting (MATS) before they can be accepted into the electronic filing program for the Tax Year 2024 filing season. 

WHY TEST?

The purpose of testing is to ensure that prior to live processing: 

1. Vendors transmit in the correct format and meet the DOR electronic filing specifications

2. Returns have no validation or math errors
TEST RETURNS

MATS will emulate the IRS procedure of providing scenarios for vendors to create their own test returns; there will be no test package.  The scenarios cover the Form 2, Form 2-G, M-8736 and all supporting Forms and Schedules. In addition, all vendors are allowed and encouraged, but not required, to create additional test returns as they see necessary.  Please create each test return so that it contains all the memo fields that you support for the forms/schedules in each scenario.  Vendors are required to advise DOR of all limitations of their software package.

The criteria for the test scenarios provide some of the information needed to prepare the appropriate forms and schedules; however, computations and data for all lines have not been provided.  Therefore, some knowledge of tax law and tax preparation is necessary.  You must correctly prepare and compute these returns before transmitting to DOR.
The taxpayer name on each test return should use the following convention:

Entity name on return = Vendor name + & + Test’number (alpha)
Please add the characters ampersand (&) and apostrophe (’) in the name of the corporation for each type of approval.
As an example, the Corporation name for test 1 for Acme software would be Acme & Test’ One. 

TEST EINS

All test returns created from the scenarios provided must use the assigned test EIN’s.  Any additional test returns submitted must use the EIN’s below assigned for this purpose.

Test Scenario EIN’s:
004008888, 004007777, 002-00-8888
Please follow the IRS standards for test EINs.
TESTING START DATE

Testing is tentatively scheduled to begin on December 2, 2024.

TESTING PROCEDURE

Vendors are required to advise DOR of all limitations of their software package and to submit a list of names you will be using to market your product(s) in the LOI.  

All vendors should submit the applicable test returns.  Please include the federal return with all test returns. As mentioned earlier, all vendors are allowed and encouraged, but not required, to create additional test returns as they see necessary.  Please create each test return so that it contains all the statements that you support for the forms/schedules in each scenario.

It is not necessary to send an email that you have submitted test returns, the test returns are pulled from the IRS daily. 

TESTING ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA

To be approved for the upcoming filing season, a vendor must get all applicable test returns accepted and reviewed.

If any test return is rejected during testing, the vendors must:

1. Review the acknowledgement file to identify the error(s)

2. Correct the test return and the software

3. Contact the e-file coordinator if the cause of the reject cannot be determined

4. Retransmit the test file until it has been accepted
Once all the test returns have been accepted, please send an email with the test returns submission IDs and a request for approval. Your accepted test returns will be reviewed upon your request for approval. If your test returns pass the review, you will receive an approval via email.  If there are issues with the test returns you will receive an email detailing the issues that need to be fixed. The corrected test returns must be resubmitted and once accepted, a new request for approval should be submitted.  
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Test Scenarios

TEST RETURN 1

FORM:




FORM 2

EIN:





004-00-8888

SCHEDULES:
B, BR, C, C-2, D, E, EOAC, H, EDIP, 2K-1, TDS, RFC, LP, CMS, CRS, FAF, IDD, OJC, DRE, FE, FCI, D-IS, SURTAX
FORMS: 




M-2210F




RETURN DETAILS:




FORM/SCHEDULE DETAILS:
SCHEDULE B
> 0 Line 13 Long-term capital gains on collectibles and pre-1996 installment sales.
FORM 2




Line 29, Fill in Oval.
SCHEDULE CMS
ALL CREDITS including the new Training Tax Credit.
ADDITIONAL NOTES:  Please include the federal return. If you support estimated payments please add them to this return.  When taking credits that have more than one format for the credit certificate, please use each variation.  The certificate number formats are listed at the end of this document. 
TEST RETURN 2
FORM:




FORM 2-G

EIN:





004-00-7777

SCHEDULES:
TDS, FCI
RETURN DETAILS:

FORM/SCHEDULE DETAILS:

ADDITIONAL NOTES:    Please include the federal return.
TEST RETURN 3
FORM:




M-8736

EIN:





002-00-8888

ADDITIONAL NOTES:  You must make a payment with the extension. If you support estimated payments, add all four payments to this extension.

TEST RETURN 4

FORM:




FORM 63D-ELT

FORMS:




M-2210

EIN:





403-00-6363

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
Complete a 63D-ELT return based on the Form 2.
TEST RETURN 5

FORM:




FORM M-63D-EXT 

EIN:





444-00-6363

ADDITIONAL NOTES:  
You must make a payment with the extension. If you support estimated payments, add all four payments to this extension. Complete a M-63D-EXT extension based on the Form 2.

Massachusetts Credit Certificate Formats for Tax Year 2024

	Credit Type
	Certificate Format

	Angel Tax *
	xxxxAIxxxx,  xxxxaixxxx

	Apprentice
	xxxxAxxxxx

	Brownfields
	xxxxBxxxxx, Cxxxxxxxxxx

	Certified Housing Development
	xxxxHxxxxx

	Community Investment
	xxxxHxxxxx, xxxxVxxxxx, xxxxVxxxxxx

	Conservation of Land
	xxxxCxxxxx

	Cranberry Bog
	xxxxCBxxxxx

	Dairy Farm
	Lxxxx

	EDIP
	xxxxExxxxx, xxxxExxxxxx

	Film Credit
	xxxxFxxxxx, Cxxxxxxxxxx

	Historic Rehabilitation
	HRC.xxxL, HRC.xxxxL

	Low Income Housing
	MAxxxxxxx, xxxxLxxxxx

	Low-Income Housing Donation
	xxxxDxxxxx

	Medical Device
	xxxxMxxxxx, Cxxxxxxxxxx

	National Guard Hiring Tax
	xxxxNxxxxx,  xxxxnxxxxx

	Vacant Storefront
	xxxxSxxxxx

	Veterans Hire
	xxxxZxxxxx

	Training Tax Credit ***
	xxxxTxxxxx


Notes:
The formats listed above use "x" as a numeric character, alpha characters in red are constant and can be upper or lower case.  The blue “L” represents any upper- or lower-case letter.  Certificate formats that begin with "C" can be followed by one to ten numeric characters; all other certificate number formats are fixed length as listed.   

* As of 2023 the method for reporting the Angel Investor credit on Schedule CMS is by certificate   number. Prior to 2023 the method of reporting was by period end date. 

*** New Tax Credit for 2024:  Training Tax Credit 
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